CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
March 19, 2020 - 5:30 PM
City Hall Council Chambers
The Moorhead City Council welcomes and encourages public input on issues listed on the agenda or of
general community interest, time and Council permitting. Speakers are limited to 3-minute presentations.
Advertised public hearings are scheduled so that the public is afforded an opportunity to speak. Public
hearings are generally scheduled 15 to 30 minutes after the start of the meeting; however the starting
time may vary depending on other scheduled agenda items. Citizens wishing to address the Mayor and
Council regarding a specific agenda item, other than public hearings, will be afforded an opportunity
during the discussion of that item. Citizens wishing to speak on matters not listed on the agenda will be
afforded the opportunity to do so under the heading “Citizens Addressing the Council,” usually scheduled
at the beginning and end of the agenda. Each person requesting the opportunity to speak is asked to fill
out a “Request to Speak Form.”

City Council Meeting
1.

Call to Order and Roll Call

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

Administration
3.

Resolution to Affirm COVID-19 Emergency Declaration

Upon request, accommodations for individuals with disabilities, language barriers, or other needs to allow
participation in City Council meetings will be provided. To arrange assistance, call the City Clerk’s office
at 218.299.5166 (voice) or 711 (TDD/TTY).
Visit our website at www.cityofmoorhead.com

Request for Council Action
AGENDA SECTION:
Administration
ITEM
NO. 3.

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:
Administration

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Resolution to Affirm COVID-19 Emergency Declaration

MEETING DATE:
March 19, 2020
PREPARED BY:
Volkers

DRAFT RESOLUTION
EMERGENCY DECLARATION
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a severe respiratory illness, caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, a new
strain of coronavirus that is spread from person to person, posing a threat to the health
and safety of the residents of Minnesota; and
WHEREAS, no drug or vaccine is currently available to treat or prevent COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, as of March 13, 2020, the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
indicates there are more than 132,000 confirmed cases in 123 countries worldwide and
more than 1600 confirmed cases in the United States; and
WHEREAS, United States Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar,
declared a national public health emergency for COVID-19 on January 27, 2020; and
WHEREAS, The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global pandemic on
March 11, 2020; and
WHEREAS, On March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump issued a declaration of national
emergency due to the growing COVID-19 crisis in the United States; and
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Health has been actively coordinating and in
communication with healthcare providers, schools, universities, childcare providers,
businesses, churches, and the general public to make sure Minnesotans are educated
and as prepared as possible to assist in reducing the spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, proactively implemented preparedness containment and mitigation
measures to slow the transmission and reduce the impact of the virus is in the best interest
of Minnesota and, thus, the City of Moorhead and its citizens.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Moorhead does hereby invoke its broad
emergency powers with regard to the declaration of a local emergency pursuant to Minn.
Stat.§ 12.29, Subd. 1.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the declaration of a local emergency
pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 12.29, Subd. 1., may trigger Minn. Stat. § 13D.021, which allows
for City Council meetings by telephone or other electronic means so long as the preconditions of Minn. St a t. § 13D.021 are met.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 12.29,

Subd. 1., the Moorhead Mayor does hereby declare an emergency in response to the
public health crisis resulting from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). The City Council of
the City of Moorhead will have the authority to:
1) pass emergency ordinances;
2) pass emergency contracts;
3) delay, cancel, or postpone meetings of the City of Moorhead and City
Council Committees, Sub-Committees, boards and commissions;
4) limit the size of public gatherings as directed by public health concerns;
5) possess all other powers implied or necessary to carry about the above
described powers; and
6) the City Manager is hereby authorized to implement any and all necessary
employment policies, including remote working policies, as she determines necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Moorhead,
Minnesota
PASSED: March 19, 2020 by the City Council of the City of Moorhead.

